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opportunities that result in a change of attitude
and understanding of diversified human cultures.

Third Annual Mr. Steve DiGiacinto accepted the award for
. People top People on béhaf Mary
Peace Builder Awards Eisenhower, who was in Morocco.
Luncheon The keynote speaker for the event was Mr.
Bruce Knotts, Executive Director of the
The third Annual Peace Builder Awards Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office
luncheon, Saturday, October 17, held at the (UU-UNO) in New York City. He focused on a
Grand Street Cafe on the Country Club Plaza new era in multilateralism, optimism inare
highlighted the significance and success of this | ~ Sustainable international peace, greater U.S. role
recognition event. in U.N. work on climate change and sustainable
The Award recipients were selected by a development, and a call for reduction of small
neutral committee of four, comprised of two arms and military spending in favor of peaceful
from the board of directors and two from the resolution of international disputes. He stressed
general membership. There were several highly ~thatdesgeitsf | aws, the United
recognized Kansas Citians among the nomineeg ~amazindy effective organization when member
for the award and the committe@svable to states allow it to function and provide the

reach consensus on two outstanding candidates,. Ne€cessary resources. o
The 2009 recipients aday Sjerven,President

of the United Nations Association of Kansas
City andPeople to People InternationalMary
Eisenhower, President/CEO.

Mr. Sjerven has served as Presiat of
Greater Kansas City United Nations Association
for the past six years and also is a member of the
national council of chapters and divisions as a
regional representative for the midwest division.
He is dedicated to educating, inspiring and
mobilizing public support for the vital work of
the United Nations.

People to People Internationalvas
founded on the vision of President Dwidht
Eisenhower in 1956 and has since been
Afdedi cated to promoting
cultural understanding through meaningful ity
personal interaction. ¢ AuBtiendtenisattracted mBrg atghé e
International offers educational and cultural luncheon.
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Sara Pedram (right) G.A.M.E. Director and
Haumana Johannsen, President and her
daughter Inara show their pleasure with
participating in the event.

s

Bruce Knotts, director of the UU-United
Nations Office and Jay Sjerven ,UNA -KC
President, exchanging their views about
United Nations. Also pictured is Gbaike
Ajayi, U.N. Board and Young Professionals
for International Cooperation (YPIC).
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State Senator Charles Wheeler, M.D. at the
luncheon.

Award recipients: Mr. Steve DiGiacinto (left), a
board member of People to People and Jay
Sjerven, President, UNKC.
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From left: Gbaike Ajayi, Young Professionals
for International Cooperation, Jay Sjerven, Bruce
Knotts, Steve DiGiacinto and Manny Pedram,
Director Emeritus/GAME.

Jay and Manny, Teri Chu and Dr. Yolanda

Huet-Vaughn
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Jay and two participants from Park
University.

(Credit for all photos goes to Teri Chu,
G.A.M.E. Vice President)

Celebrating the 20th birthday

of CRC!

R e« ...—,f” zé& trr{ ...S<Zt”
from around the globe, including
NGOs, State delegates, and UN experts
assembled at an event iliseneva, Switzerland
to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and to
discuss key issues related to the 'three Ds' as
cete. f=Ft <o =St ..te"F te. .t —Ste

T EZ2 0 ete—A4 <fZ'%o—TFO0 <o Tfc —o
workshops. The ewent was organized by the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, and
Yanghee Lee, in her opening statement,
emphasized that a crucial element of the
Convention was furthering a view of children
fe O0,f<e% e "f=SF" —Sfe ,t.. 'eco% &b
pointed to the unprecedented support of State
Parties for the CRC ConventiofiShe also
stressed, however, that there are a number of
challenges impeding implementation of the
Convention, including the impact of the global
economic downturn, recent natural disasters,
effectsof climate change, lack of political will,
the existence of numerous broad reservations
to the Convention, and the economic
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